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INTELLIGENCE !EIMORANDUN NO, 129

SUBJECT: Foreign Reaction to the US Position on the Stalin "Peace
Intervien'

1. Reactions to date are almost entirely confimed to offieial
statemonte and to radio and press comments, The latter comments, ex-
cept when officially directed, are prejudiced by the politiecal positions
of the medis in which they appear. Significant analyses of public
opinion are not yet availsble,

2, Appeniices A-F provide on a reglonal basis
& Officiai positions where knowm
k. Press and radio reactions as availsble
8. Estimates of probable public response made on general
grouda, ,
3. It is oonsidersd that

g+ Official responses in non-Communist Western States tenmd

to support the present IS position of aslking for "deeds not words., ™

D. Press and radio comments follow either the official position
or support the "peace offensive® itself, At the present moment they pro-
vide little evidence. ' A

g+ Public opinion and popular juigment are motivated, often
unrealistically, by a widespreed desire for peace amd personal security,
and by a groping for stability. These motivations are subject to
manipulation and exploitation., Conversely, they cannot be entirsly
frustrated if public opinion and popular judgments are to be enlisted in
firn support of & US 1line, Evidence 12 not yet in hand to indicate the
extent to which these motivations have been touched by the present 25X1
"peace offensive.” Such evidence should be requested and considered
as it becomes available,
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